
NEW TESTAMENT CHRISTIAN FELLOWSHIP 
ADVENT SEASON WEEKLY FAMILY DEVOTIONS 

WEEK 2: DAYS OF SMALL THINGS 

Not only does the life of Jesus Christ the Messiah, beginning with His birth and culminating 
with His resurrection and ascension, demonstrate the detailed veracity and authority of God’s 
Word (i.e. as we studied last week), these things, particularly Messiah’s birth narrative, also 
highlight a very important truth that we would do well to remember in these dark and 
troublesome times when it seems like much of ministry, missions, and evangelism is a waste of 
time that falls on deaf ears. God’s ways are not like our ways, and His eyes run to and fro 
throughout the whole earth seeing and using small and seemingly insignificant people, 
appointments, and circumstances to spark mighty works that can profoundly affect human 
history. And, He always knows exactly what He is doing. Therefore, we dare not despise days 
of seemingly small things.


DAY 1 

Scripture Reading: Zechariah 4:6-10


1.	 Discuss this passage in view of last week’s Messianic prophecy from Haggai 2:1-9 
concerning the Second Temple also referenced here. The days of Zerubbabel and the 
returning Jewish captives were fraught with problems and seemed so insignificant, days 
involving much labor that appeared to bear little fruit, invited opposition, and only seemed 
to reap a rebuilt sanctuary that paled in comparison to Solomon’s Temple (a detailed recap 
of these days can be found in Ezra and Nehemiah). How did these days of small things 
eventually prove Providentially important with regard to Messiah and His birth?


2.	 Discuss some days of small things or decisions from your past that seemed so insignificant 
at the time and yet later proved to be God’s Hand of Providence that profoundly affected 
the course of your life.


3.	 Days of small things often prove to be profoundly significant in the life of a disciple of Jesus 
Christ. The converse of this biblical principle is also true: days of seemingly bad trials often 
prove to be no big deal. Share some days of seemingly terrible things that later proved to 
be days of small things?


DAY 2 

Scripture Readings: Matthew 1:1-17; I Kings 1:1-53


1.	 In Matthew 1, the genealogy of Jesus the Messiah is traced via Joseph, showing Him to be 
a legal son of Abraham and having a legal claim to the Davidic Throne. While thinking about 
some of the names that appear in this genealogy, discuss some days of seemingly small 
things from the Old Testament involving one or more of these people that later proved to be 
profoundly important in terms of God’s promise of Messiah.


2.	 In Matthew’s genealogy of the Messiah, “her that had been the wife of Urias” is mentioned 
as Solomon’s mother. This was Bathsheba. From a human perspective, why would she 
have seemed so unimportant and insignificant in terms of God’s plan and purpose for 
Messiah during the days in which she lived? What does her example teach us about 
redemption and usefulness for those who have done some really stupid things?




3.	 In I Kings 1, what was Bathsheba’s small little act of faith that later proved profoundly 
significant in terms of the Davidic Throne, Messiah, and the Christmas story? What are 
some ways in which we can act accordingly today?


4.	 There are four other women mentioned in Jesus’ genealogy as recorded in Matthew 1, 
three of them Gentiles. Who are they? What seemingly insignificant acts of faith in the lives 
of these women profoundly affected the courses of their lives as relates to the Messianic 
Line?


5.	 Most Jewish people believe the New Testament is full of popes, saints, Catholic rituals, and 
Gentile religion. Moreover, some think it is simply a manual that shows Christians how to 
persecute Jews. Discuss how Matthew’s genealogy, the opening verses of the New 
Testament, can be used to dispel these myths and prove an effective witnessing tool for 
sharing the Gospel with Jewish people.


DAY 3 

Scripture Readings: Luke 3:23-38; Romans 5:12-21; I Corinthians 15:45-58


1.	 If Jacob “begat” (i.e. genetically fathered) Joseph the husband of Mary as recorded in 
Matthew 1:16, then how was Joseph related to Heli in Luke 3? This Messianic genealogy 
traces Jesus’ bloodline back through which of his parents, thereby showing Him to have a 
genetic link to the Davidic Throne?


2.	 Matthew’s genealogy connects Jesus to King David through Solomon. Luke’s genealogy 
connects Jesus to King David through which of David’s other sons (cf. II Samuel 5:14)?


3.	 What seemingly insignificant person addressed in the Scripture Reading from Day 1 
appears in both Messianic genealogies? What does this teach us about despising days of 
small things?’


4.	 Luke’s Genealogy traces the Messianic line 77 generations from Jesus, the second Adam, 
back to the first Adam. In view of the Scripture reading from Romans 5, why do you think it 
was important for Jesus to be genetically linked to the first Adam? What did Adam and 
Jesus have in common that made each of them truly the Son of God? When Muslims and 
Jews deny the deity of Jesus Christ while claiming that it is impossible for God to have a 
Son, how can Luke 3:38 be used to show the foolishness of such assertions?


5.	 In I Corinthians 15:45-48, Paul declares that believers presently bear the image of the First 
Adam but will also one day bear the image of the Last Adam. What does this mean? And, 
how should the profound truths and promises of these verses motivate us to never despise 
days of small things?




DAY 4 

Scripture Reading: Matthew 1:18-25; Luke 1:5-80


1.	 Discuss some seemingly insignificant acts of faith by seemingly insignificant people in 
these verses that would profoundly affect the course of human history.


2.	 The people described in these passages were living in dark and troublesome times just 
prior to the Advent of Messiah. Like them, we also live in dark and troublesome times just 
prior, I believe, to the Advent of Messiah. What are some specific ways in which we can 
emulate these examples today?


DAY 5 

Scripture Readings: Ecclesiastes 9:10-11; I Corinthians 10:31; I Thessalonians 4:11-12; 

I Timothy 2:1-3; Hebrews 13:5-6


1.	 In view of everything you have studied this week, why is it important to heed the above 
exhortations?


2.	 If even the smallest acts or decisions can profoundly affect the course of human history, 
why should eating, drinking, everyday tasks, recreation, hobbies, and our secular jobs be 
done as if we are doing them for the Lord? Why should we be satisfied with a simple life?


3.	 Are these verses, along with everything thing else you have studied this week, a warning of 
sorts against striving to change your situation, striving to make things happen in ministry, or 
striving to obtain things you do not have? How so?


